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“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  ~Matthew 24:14

August 15, 2006
Dear Members and Friends:

In July, the sun shone frequently in the UK, and we experienced the hottest month on record since
records were kept in 1689. The World Soccer Cup seemed to grab most people’s attention, and there
were a number of other major sporting events. In addition, many were looking forward to their annual
holidays or had recently enjoyed some time away. With this backdrop, it can be easy to see why many
people can be lulled into a false sense of security with a supposed “feel good” factor. While the news
contains daily information on world events, the crisis in the Middle East, for example, can seem so far
away. It’s over there and doesn’t affect us, can be the feeling. But we know that the Middle East is to be a
focal point in end-time prophecy, and the killing continues as the tiny nation of Israel fights the
Hezbollah terrorists who strategically and deliberately position themselves in public areas, so that
innocent bystanders are caught up in the mayhem.

Last Thursday, the 10th of August, details of the security operation emerged which foiled an alleged
terrorist plot to blow up flights from Britain to the USA. The UK woke up to this big news story, and
many who were scheduled to fly across the Atlantic found themselves stranded for some time in the
wake of massive security restrictions. Reality set in with many people. Significant problems were
suddenly more localized. Messrs. Blair and Bush were in constant contact while on vacation, according to
official sources. This was big news both sides of the Atlantic. To try and blow up several airplanes surely
identifies the mind of Satan who, as the Bible clearly tells us, is the “prince of the power of the air”
(Ephesians 2:2). Much more could be written on this matter, but suffice to say that this sort of activity
must bring us all up short and remind us of the times in which we live.

Apart from the ongoing terrorist threats, many nations are concerned with the belligerent approach of
North Korea and Iran over nuclear weapons. We live in an ever increasingly interdependent world where
problems in one part of the world can significantly impact the rest of the world. The financial markets
are such an example. Problems on Wall Street or the Far East can impact the London Stock Exchange
where financial markets are so closely aligned, and terrorist activity can have grave financial
repercussions. Recent problems with oil production in the USA caused concern with the price of oil
again increasing. Many countries enjoy a good standard of living, but morality continues to slide with a
modern replication of the problems that caused the demise of Sodom and Gomorrah. The world’s evils
continue apace, and we must be aware of what is going on. Wherever you look, there are significant
problems. In a way, that in itself is nothing new, but it is an accelerating situation (see 2 Timothy 3:1-4).
We live in a world that is on the edge—on the brink of tearing itself apart. That was prophesied, and we
cannot be too far away from the time forecast in Matthew 24. Let us never slip into the category of people
mentioned in 2 Peter 3:4, saying: “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep,
all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” Christ will return as promised, but at a
precise time that we simply do not know.

It is easy to be critical of so many who are more interested in the lighter side of life, rather than the big
issues that can surely affect our lives. But what about those in the Church? Those of us who have been
called at this time are having our chance now, and “...the time has come for judgment to begin at the
house of God” (1 Peter 4:17). By receiving the Holy Spirit at baptism, we enter into judgment. We know
that we are fighting the malevolent influence of Satan who is the accuser of the brethren (Revelation
12:10), and who seeks to devour us (1 Peter 5:8).
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We have to watch, as we are admonished in Luke 21:36, which tells us: “Watch therefore, and pray
always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of Man.” This means, we are to watch world events. But it also means, primarily and most
importantly to us, we are to watch our own personal spiritual condition, as the context indicates (see
verses 34-35). Watching all the world events and how they relate to prophecy is something that we
should do, but balance is essential. Spending all of our time doing this means that concentration on
Christian principles and how we implement those in our lives can be subordinated in the pursuit of
prophecy. The founder of Christianity instructed His followers in Matthew 6:33: “But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” That is not achieved
by an over-emphasis and, in some cases, an obsession with future events. Balance is vital in the Christian
life, and it is not always easy to achieve.

People often talk about the “Big Picture,” but what does it mean? It can mean different things to different
people! The “Big Picture” for a politician will be different to the “Big Picture” for a teacher, a policeman or
a businessman. They will all have their different perspectives. After all, doesn’t the world revolve around
the self? What is the “Big Picture” for a true Christian? Surely this must be God’s Master Plan of salvation
for humanity, as pictured by the Holy Day observance. Of course, to make it into the Kingdom of God,
which will be set up on earth at Christ’s return, we have to be obedient to the great God and His
instructions in the Bible, and we have to grow, overcome and endure to the end. That is the process that
we go through, as we cope with various tests and trials.

In about six weeks’ time, members of the true Church of God will be keeping the Feast of Trumpets,
which foreshadows the return of Jesus Christ to set up the Kingdom of God on earth. All of the evils that
we currently see in the world will disappear when the Feast of Trumpets becomes reality—when Christ
rules as King of kings and Lord of lords. It won't be easy in the early stages for those human beings who
will have experienced and survived “great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21). They will be totally shell shocked. But with
the loving approach of Jesus Christ and the implementation of the right way of living, all that we
currently see and experience—terrorism, planned hijackings, war, man’s inhumanity to fellow man, gross
immorality and many other works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21) —will not only be a thing of the past,
historically, but also in behavioral terms.

Until that wonderful time, we have to remain faithful to our calling and ensure that we will hear those
wonderful words: “... Well done, good and faithful servant...” (Matthew 25:21, 23). We were not promised
an easy ride, and events in the world show how much more dangerous things are becoming, but that is
one of many good reasons why we have to stay close to God. Nothing less will do.

Your brother in Christ

R

Brian Gale

PO Box 270519 - San Diego, California 92198




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


